48                     MUSSOLINI
The Congress of Reggio Emilia sealed the first complete and sweeping victory of the revolutionary group in the Italian Socialist Party. They had gained control of two of the most powerful organs, the Avanti! and the Executive Committee. There was a third organ, the Socialist Parliamentary Group, which was still led by Turati, Treves and other moderate reformers. But Mussolini and his extremist comrades put the Group under the control of the Executive Committee, thereby hamstringing its independence and freedom of action.
Mussolini was elected to the Executive Committee, where he sat together with Angelica Balabanoff (who had transferred her activities to Italy). This was an instant recognition of his talents and of his striking success at the congress of Reggio Emilia.
After the congress Mussolini resumed his work in Forli. In October he became secretary of the Socialist federations of the electoral colleges of Forli, Cesena, San Arcangelo and Rimini. His name soon became known to the large Socialist public.
His    great    opportunity    came    almost